


Introduction
I feel so proud to be hosting 
an event like this! The Official 
Black History Activity Book 
Launch is set to be the 
biggest black history event 
and cultural market to hit 
Birmingham! With special 
Guest Speakers like the 
Lord Mayor Of Birmingham 
Yvonne Mosquito and 
Nova Fielder all the way 
from Harlem New York! This 
event is a must for your diary! 
I have created this event guide so you know 
what to expect on the day.  There will be an 
amazing presentation from Robin Walker 
on, “When We Ruled.”  The presentation 
focuses on the ancient civilizations of Africa 
and our contributions to society through 
Science, Mathematics, Art, Geometry, 
Astronomy, Architecture and more. 
 
We will also have an array of some amazing 
performances, comedy, free give-away’s 
and fun for the whole family.  There will 
be over 70 vendors selling their amazing 
products and an opportunity to network 
with business owners in our huge cultural 
market. It will be great for young people 
to see all of the black professionals and 
role models we will have out on the 
day.  We have authors, publishers, artist, 
creators, bakers, clothing designers, craft 
makers, business people and more so it’s set 
to be a totally inspiring day!
 
There will be finger-licking food provided 
by EYK and cakes from Kareema Kup 
Kakes; who will be giving out free samples.
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Thank You!
If you really want to see what black power looks like, take a look around on the day of the 
Black History Activity Book Launch and see. This event could only happen because of all of the 
stallholders and the sponsors. This is not my event, this is OUR event!! I simply orchestrated 
it! Collectively, we have been able to create a lasting memory in the minds of the people with 
NO FUNDING! We have the blueprint from what I have achieved this year. With the same 
self-determination we can do a bigger and better event for the people next year!

I’d like to thank all the stallholders who have supported me and allowed this amazing event 
to take place! X amount of love, respect and honor to all of the sponsors for supporting me 
and believing in my vision! Many blessings to all the volunteers and helpers on the day and 
before the event! Big up yourselves! Lastly, to all who shared the posts, talked about the event, 
promoted it and will be attending on the day.  Thank you, to you all!

Sponsored by



The Black History Activity Books have been designed to educate 
children on some of the greatest figures in history.  The books 
use a series of puzzles and activities to stimulate the minds of the 
reader whilst aiding them to learn in a fun and exciting way. 

Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela fought 
against racism and to give 
equal rights to oppressed 
people. He became the 
first black president of 
South Africa.

Uncle Malcolm
Malcolm X was a great 
speaker and debater. He 
travelled the world and 
fought for justice for black 
people.

Uncle Bob
Bob Marley is a musical 
legend. He brought the 
sweet sound of reggae 
music and its association 
with the island of Jamaica 
to the rest of the world.

Uncle Huey
Huey P Newton was an 
African American political 
activist and a leading 
figure in the Black Power 
movement of the 1960’s. 

Aunt Rosa
Rosa Parks is a well 
known activist and was 
called ‘The Mother of the 
Civil Rights Movement’.

Aunty Nanny 
Nanny of  the Maroons is a 
Jamaican national hero! She 
was the spiritual, cultural 
and military leader of the 
Maroons during the 1700’s.

Uncle Marcus
Marcus Garvey is one of 
the greatest black leaders. 
He organised more black 
people than any other 
black leader in the world. 

Uncle Martin
Dr Martin Luther King Jr 
was an American preacher, 
humanitarian and activist; 
who was best known for 
his role in the African 
American Civil Rights 
movement. 

Aunty Harriet
Harriet Tubman was born 
into slavery but escaped 
from the slave masters and 
freed hundreds of slaves. 
She was a freedom fighter 
and anti-slavery activist.

Uncle Muhammad
Muhammad Ali was a 
legendary boxer, who 
called himself the greatest 
heavy weight champion of 
all time! 

Why did you use the form of activity 
book to teach children about some of 
the greatest figures in our history?
It has been proven that fun based learning is 
the most effective way for people to retain 
information so I saw it best to teach children in 
a fun and exciting way.
 
When you started out, did you see 
anything like this in the market place?
No, I didn’t. I really thought there would be 
something like this in the States but after 
travelling there, I couldn’t see that anything like 
this existed. 

Did you want the books just to be for 
children or can it be for families?
I originally aimed the books at children but after 
designing them, I realised that they would work 
well with dementia sufferers also. The books 
are an amazing tool to bring families closer. The 
stories can be read by parents to their children 
and activities completed together to become 
a family experience. Many adults aren’t aware 
of the information in the books so it’s good for 
them to also learn about some of the amazing 
information in the books.

Where are your books sold?
The books are sold in the UK, South Africa and 
the United States. I took my books to the States 
as I wasn’t getting the kind of response I needed 
from the UK market. The books are now sold in 
18 stores and outlets in the United States. Go to 
www.blackhistoryactivitybooks.com for details.

What’s the vision for your activity 
books & what do you plan for future?
I will be working on having at least 50 activity 
books that range from the ancient civilizations 
up until present times. I have merchandise such 
as; mugs, children’s drinking bottles, T-shirts and 
other products to be released.
 
I have also started a network marketing platform 
for individuals to sell my books and merchandise 
in their local communities, hopefully after the 
launch, I can increase promotion as I will also 
have lots of merchandise for people to sell. I’m 
hoping one day the Black History Activity Books 
brand will be like Forever Living or Avon, allowing 
people to make an income from it and teach the 
next generation about our history and greatness.  
I am also aiming to create a charity sector of the 
business where young people across the world 
can sell the books and merchandise. This will 
teach them about business, create an income for 
them and keep them out of trouble. 

Black History Activity Books 
The books educate the reader on the lifetime of each individual using a series of 
activities. The activities can include dot-to-dot, colouring-in, drawing, mazes and more. 

Order Your Black History Activity Books From: www.blackhistoryactivitybooks.com4



Black History Activity Books Launch
Itinerary Of The Day
12.00 - 12.45  Book Launch & Q&A
12.45 - 13.00  Shazzy D & Smash 
13.00 - 13.10  Word From Sponsor
  Brother Manu Kwezi

  Sharon Goodridge Milford
  King Solomon School
13.10 - 13.15  Kay-Kay Performance  
13.15 - 13.45  Robin Walker When We Ruled Pt1

13.45 - 13.55  Kezia Dance Academy  
13.55 - 14.10  Shazzy D & Smash Welcomes Lord Mayor
14.10 - 14.25  Lord Mayor Yvonne Mosquito  
14.25 - 14.55  Robin Walker When We Ruled Pt2

14.55 - 15.10  Raspect Fyahbinghi Performance
15.10 - 15.20  Break Smash/Shazzy Free Give Aways 
15.20 - 15.50  Robin Walker When We Ruled Pt3

15.50 - 16.00  Nicole Rose Performance
16.00 - 16.30  Robin Walker When We Ruled Pt4

16.30 - 16.40  Break Smash/Shazzy
16.40 - 16.50  Zimbo Performance
16.50 - 17:10  Smash/Shazzi/ Artists  
17.10 - 17.20  Mdr Performance
17.20 - 17.35  Nova Felder Special Guest From The USA

17.35 - 17.45  Raspect Fyahbinghi Performance
17:45 - 18.10  Brother Minister & Sulz
18.10 - 18.20  Free Give Aways
18.20 - 18.30  Prof Khonsu
18.30 - 18.40  Malik MD7 Performance
18.40 - 18.50  Y.G Performance
18.50 - 19.00  Italo Skartcha Performance 
19.00 - 19.30   Raffles & Good Byes Outro Music

Brother Minister
African world federation (AWF), founded by Brother Minister, is dedicated to racial pride, 
economic self-sufficiency and the formation of an independent black nation of Africans. 
AWF are determined to unite the 400,000,000 plus Africans of the world for the 
purpose of building a civilization of their own. We must do for self and AWF is here to 
help us do that. Restoring the Red, Black and Green, we continue where the likes of  The 
Most Honourable Marcus Garvey left off. With his black print, AWF are pushing to build 
a serious movement of African people who are prepared to make a change today so that 
our offspring’s will have a better tomorrow.  IG @ iambrotherminister

RAFFLE 
Enter The Raffle to Win:

40 Inch Flat Screen TV, Tablet
Black History Activity Books & 

Merchandise, Champagne,
Perfume & More

Aundrieux Sankofa
Aundrieux Sankofa, also known as Prof. Khonsu, is an inner-city youth mentor and 
community activist for over 25 years. Sankofa lectures on Afrofuturism,  The Ancient 
Future, Holistic Health, Ancient African History, The Metaphysics of Hip Hop and 
Urban Rites of Passage. He is also Co-founder of ‘The Manhood Academy for Boys’, 
a rites of passage programme training teens-in-to-men in London.
FB: Aundrieux Sankofa • IG: @prof_khonsu • Amazon: Aundrieux Sankofa

Little Drum Publishing are giving £50 
to the event attendee with the best 
natural hairstyle.  To enter, visit the 
Little Drum stall and buy a copy of 

their latest children’s book ‘I’ve Got My Hair 
Out’ for a chance to win.

Kezia’s Dance Academy 
is a Birmingham based dance academy who specialises in expression of emotion through performimg arts, 
dance. We teach Contemporary, Lyrical, Ballet, Gymnastics and Hip Hop. Proud to state that Black History 
and Biblical scripture is and will always be the foundation of KDA - Our motto “Whether you dance, sing, write 
poetry or create artistic drawings - find your passion, multiply your gift and never cease believing in yourself ”. The 
piece we are performing today is titled Read All About It - The lyrics depicts a story of a person or person(s) 
who have the ability to do so much more in life, but instead situation and circumstances make them feel they 
can’t. However, time and chance happens to all men - you just have to have faith enough to take that first step.

Best Dress Wakanda Outfit 
The winner will win a full set of Black History 
Activity Books and merchandise. Runners up 
will recieve books and other goodies.
(Under 16’s Only)

On the day, we have some amazing performances from some of Birmingham’s 
finest talent, including: Kezia Dance Academy, Italo Skarcha, Raspect Fyahbinghi, 
Zimbo Freemind, Malik Md7, MDR, YG, Kay Kay and Nicole Rose.
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Special Guest Performances

Competitions
£50 for the best natural hairstyle 



0 = Black History Activity Books
1 = Black Magic
2 = Kiss Spence Productions 
3 = Anayah natural skincare
4 = Angie
5 = St Christopher’s Fellowship
6 = Hair fx 
7 = Tranquillity Ventures
8 = My Book Basket 
9 = NHS Blood and Transplant
10 = Sport 4 Life 
11 = Yours Natruly
12=  SB Designs
13 = Tebebe Selassie 
14 = Harper Bell School
15 = Sparkellz Createz
16 = Diabetes UK
17 = First Class Legacy 
18 = Cultural Bizarre
19 = Maarifa Publishing
20 = Melinda Williams Gifts
21 = Wild Cinnamon Cards
22 = Inspirational Wear
23 = PureGoodness
24 = EduCup
25 = King Soloman School 
26 = Shemoóre
27 = New beacon Books
28 = Creative Inspiration
29 = Poetry Emotions/LAH Book Ltd
30 = When mommy’s feeling sad...
31 = Stack or Starve Clothing
32= The Kim Tribe Creationz
33 = Mikahli
34 = The Sparkle Studio
35 = K&M Publishing House
36 = Ziporahs Inspirations
37 = CCH Consulting
38 = Jus Essentials 
39 =  Big Nannys Hair
40 = Guardian Hands Care
41 = Cake Loves Cake 
42 = Little Literatures 
43 = Amasi jewellery 
44 = Ras Culture Soul Food

Someone asked me how I got the H suite and if I 
had the hook up. I said no. I went there, paid my 
deposit and it was as simple as that. We have to be 
able to put our money up and come away from that 
small minded thinking. I didn’t get funding to do my 
event, and because I invested my own money into it, 
I can’t afford for it not to be successful! We have to 
aspire for greatness by doing big things, so we can 
inspire the youth to want to do better and give back 
to their community/culture. We are creating history 
every day. I believe if we make a big enough impact 
we will leave a lasting legacy!

We have a huge array of vendors booked for this event. Ranging from 
authors to publishers, bakers, fashion designers, craft makers, natural skin 
& hair products, bookshops and cultural products. You will be sure to find 
some amazing things so make sure you bring your wallets and support 
the stall holders/businesses on the day.

The guide will allow you 
to see what stall holders 
will be present on the 
day and where you can 
find them.

45=  Legacy of Seven Angels
46 =ACT Training Service                                
47 = Romenita 
48 = Rising Queen Clothing
49 = Face Painting  
50 = House of Living Life
51 = Nurture by Natalie 
52 = Lauren Alexandra Fitness
53 = Lauren Alexandra Sister
54 = Jewellery by Nancy
55 = Lo Design
56 = Anesha Gordon
57 = Ashley Hinds
58 = Natural Miracles  
59 = Fieshah Amlak Sorrell 

60 = Ayanna Cakes
61 = ...bySLH
62 = Sweet Bakers
63 = Natures Natural Hair
64 = Resiliant Mum
65 = Pattigift
66 = True Hemp
67 = Paree Clothing
68 = Kareema Kup Kakes
69 = Jbeon comics
70 = G’s Hair & Beauty
71 = Connoisseurs of Couture
72 = Hair Popp
73 = Respect my 20
74 = Nzuri Boutique

Please be aware that this layout may be subject to change
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75 = C & M Cultural Books
76 = Little Drum Publishing 
77 = Make A Difference    
78 =  Nikki Dees Ice  
79 = Shirley Sweet Cart
80 =  Slater Childrens Toys
81 = Face Painting 
82 = Moroe Jewellery
83 = Amity Properites
84 = Walters Nicholls Publishing
         My Favourite Bible Stories
85 = Eden Destiny Driven Flowers 
86= Goodridge Milford
87 = Snack Shop
88 = EYK Caterers 



there’s never enough hours in the day to do the 
work I need to. Finances also limit me from what 
I can do. I still work as a self-employed graphics 
designer so I have clients to attend to. It can be 
very hard to juggle the tight deadlines and dedicate 
the amount of energy and time I need in to the 
books. Higher sales and greater revenue would 
help me get the support I need so I can spend my 
time doing more important things; like creating 
more books.
 
When distributing my books, I literally travel 
from state to state with two large suitcases and a 
rucksack filled with books. I have to find the right 
bookstores and try to sell my books to them. A lot 
of the bookstores in the US will only take books 
on consignment so I basically have to give them my 
books and wait for the store to sell them before 
they pay me.  This makes things harder as all the 
profit I need to invest into developing more books 
are sitting on shelves. If the bookstores are not 
pushing the books, the books don’t sell. I have to 
face numerous types of rejections on my journey 
but I still have to keep it moving!

How have your books been received at 
home and aboard?
Sales are not the greatest in the UK and I get 
mixed messages. The majority of people I meet 
love the idea of the books. I get the feeling from 
some people that teaching their children about 
our history is something that the educational 
system should be doing. Instead of buying my 
books they tell me to approach the schools. I 
really find it strange how some people expect 
other races/cultures to teach us about our own 
history and greatness. I believe that we need 
to be active in the education of our children 
especially when it comes to our history. 
 
In the US, the books have been a lot better 
received. People show more love and appreciation 
for my skills as an artist, businessman and 
entrepreneur in comparison to the UK.  I am 
always praised for providing such amazing books 
and information.  I think Americans push and 
promote you a lot more then people in the UK 
and because of this, its given me the confidence 
to want to do more great things.
 
Do you feel like you need to make it 
first in the U.S.A before the UK value 
you more?
Yes. If I solely pushed the books in the UK, it would 
have knocked my confidence so much that I may 
have stopped doing the books. I think I have to 

be recognised on a global scale before people in 
the UK show interest in my brand.  Unfortunately, 
because of this, we buy into others who have 
global recognition with less talent than people in 
our local community. It’s a shame that we have 
an immense amount of talent in Birmingham but 
because of a lack of support and appreciation, a lot 
of this talent dwindles and is never recognised on a 
large scale.
 
Why did you decide to do this launch?
I wanted to launch my books as a part of an 
event that young people can come to and be 
inspired by the settings, the positive black role 
models and business people. I remembered 
going to a black history event last year and it 
wasn’t very impressive. I wanted to create a 
black history event that young people could feel 
proud to call their own that celebrates their 
history and culture. It was also my way of giving 
back to the community I come from and building 
a platform to highlight some of the talent we 
have here in Birmingham.
 
It doesn’t matter what island or continent you 
are from, what religion or denomination you are 
from we all have one thing in common as black 
people and it’s our great history. We all share our 
ancestry and a common struggle so it’s about 
coming together as one black family through our 
history. It’s a day we can set aside our titles and 
come together and unify as one. 
 
We have to become the custodians of our history 
and pass it onto the next generations. This should 
be something that we are willing to invest into 
ourselves.  If the book launch is successful, I am 
hoping to tour it in the United States. Not only 
will this create more awareness about the brand 
but it will give some of the speakers, performers 
and vendors more recognition on a global scale. 
 
What advice would you give to someone 
who wants to start up in business?
Believe in yourself. Never give up on your dreams 
and think big. If you believe in yourself enough 
you can achieve anything! Don’t listen to people’s 
negative or small minded opinions.  If someone 
has doubt in what you can do, that’s their 
limitations- not yours. Never allow your knock-
backs or failures to stop you, just look for another 
way and keep going! 

Black History is highly 
important, as it gives 
us a great sense of self 
and builds confidence. 
Once we know our 
history, it becomes 
like strong roots that 
creates the essential 
foundation in who we 
are and the greatness 
we can achieve.
I can see you have a passion for 
teaching black children. Do you 
also feel the need to educate 
other ethnic groups about history?
I don’t see the books solely for black 
children. The books are to teach all 
cultures about our greatness. I used to 
consider the books as black history books 
but now I just see them as history books. 
The contributions to society made by 
some of the figures in my books have 
been used around the world by all 
cultures. For example, most armies of the 
world today use combat fatigues or use 
ambushing and these techniques were 
learned from the Maroons of Jamaica 
when they defeated the British army. 

What are some of the struggles 
you have faced?
Time is a major issue. Sometimes I feel like 11



 Travelling abroad has made me realise that we put too much emphasis on what Americans are 
doing - thinking they are better than us. We need to appreciate the greatness that comes out 
of Birmingham and the UK. We have some of the greatest minds and talent here in the UK but 
we always look at others and think they are better then us. It’s essential that we stand strong in 
what we are doing and support one another to get to the top. We cannot expect anyone else 
to do it for us. We have to stand up and do it for ourselves.
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Robin Walker is a former secondary school teacher and 
world-renowned historian from London. He is an African 
World-Studies specialist and since the 1990’s, he has lectured 
in adult education and taught university short courses. 
His book named ‘When We Ruled’ focuses on the ancient 
civilisation of Africa, from the Kushite Empire to Mali and 
Songhai and more. The book unravels some of the great 
contributions from ancient Africa given to the modern world.

 We are often lead to believe that 
our history comes from slavery but 
we are never told the rich culture 
and knowledge we had before this 
time. The great architecture of 
The Kingdom Kush is some of the 
greatest wonders of the world! To 
this day, scientist and archaeologist 
wonder how the great pyramids of 
Giza were built! Mali and Songhai, in 
West Africa, were once seen as the 
learning centre of the world with the 
great Universities of Timbuktu. 
 
Africa has always been the 
breadbasket of the world from 
Science to Mathematics to Astrology 
to Architecture in the ancient 
kingdoms. Today Mother Africa is 
raped of it’s rich and fertile grounds 
of minerals, diamonds and gold! Since 

slavery, our people of Africa have 
always been set up to fight against 
each other allowing other races and 
cultures to go in and help themselves 
to our wealth. 
 
In ancient times we were given 
alcohol, guns and material objects 
to sell-out our brothers and sisters 
into slavery. Today we are given drugs, 
designer clothing, fast cars and the 
dream of an opulent lifestyle to kill, 
steal and fight against each other. The 
narrative has never changed- only the 
environment, people and trinkets. It 
is time for us to clear the clouds of 
confusion and regain the greatness 
of ‘When We Ruled’. Learn your 
history and empower yourself with 
the greatness that flows through your 
blood and DNA memory banks! 

14



Goodridge Milford Funeral Directors are the 
fastest growing funeral directors in Birmingham; 
catering to the black community and more. Led 
by owner, head funeral director and face of the 
company Sharon Goodridge Milford, together 
with her 3 sons Marquell, Kyle and Naishaun 
they own the number one choice for funeral 
directors in the West Midlands.
 Trading since the 4th of March 2011 GM Funerals are there to guide 
you every step of the way; offering a bespoke service to each family 
that comes into their care, from the moment a loved one passes away 
to the celebration of life service and beyond.
 
Eldest son, Marquell Milford is not only a funeral director and one of the 
owners of GM funerals but also a stonemason. As the proud owner of 
Milford Memorials one of his jobs is to help erect the memorial for your 
loved one.
 
The wider team consists of staff that you may see on the day of the 
funeral service such as drivers- Winston, Lloyd and Tony. Behind the 
scenes they have a larger team dedicated to looking after the family’s 
needs, putting them in contact with venues, churches and more. GM 
Funerals also have their own graphic designer, florist and videographer 
on-hand to provide their services if needed.

Sharon, I know your father was the first black funeral 
director in Birmingham. Can you please tell me a bit 
about him and how he influenced you?
My dad had a massive influence on me. He originally started in the 
industry as a young boy whilst still living in Barbados. He worked for a 
family owned funeral directors called Belmont Funeral Homes, which is 
still running to this day.
 
After living in Birmingham for many years, my dad decided to set up 
his own Funeral Directors in the late 1980’s. I joined working with 
him around 1991. My introduction to this industry came on the day 
someone let him down. I was then brought in on my training to help 
him with the business.

 The experience I gained working alongside my dad paid as a great 
advantage and set the foundations in enabling me to establish GM 
funerals. I was able to train my sons and create the business we have 
today in the community.
 
What made you want to follow in your fathers 
footsteps and create your very own Funeral Directors?
Sharon: I felt like there was a real need to offer a service to not only 
cater for the requirements of the Afro-Caribbean community but also 

1716



understand them culturally. West Indians don’t 
look at a funeral as a regular service but more 
of a home-going service or celebration of life 
and we understand this.
 
The ordeal of having to lay a loved one to 
rest can be very difficult and can be a stressful 
journey. It can be a very long day for a family. 
There is a lot going on in the day itself and 
there is also a lot involved in the preparation 
and organising of the day. I wanted to provide 
a bespoke service where we could accompany 
the families along this journey, making it as easy 
as possible for them and ensuring that there 
is a high level of care provided after the day if 
they need it.
 
What are the benefits of working 
with your family?
Marquell: We are a very close family and 
we always have been. We know each other’s 
strengths and weaknesses so we know who 
would suit what job best. We know that Kyle 
and Mum work better conducting the funeral 
service on the day and I work better behind the 
scenes dealing with families and making sure the 
deceased are taken care of.
 
What makes GM Funeral Directors 
different from your traditional 
Funeral Directors? 
Kyle: Not only do we live amongst 
the community but we have a cultural 
understanding for the families that come into 
our care. We know how to deal with them and 
how to take care of the deceased to the highest 
standard. It gives us great satisfaction to know 
that we have provided an impeccable service 
from start to finish. We are here to give the 
families all the correct information that they 
need so they can make informed decisions and 
the correct choices when laying their loved one 
to rest.
 
What are some of the struggles 
you have faced to get to where 
you are today?
Sharon: The company literally started from 
the boot of my car! We had to break down 
a lot of doors as well as the stereotypical 
perceptions that we face as black people.  We 

were not always welcomed with open arms. 
Some of the other funeral directors had an 
issue with us entering the industry. At the time, 
the industry was dominated by British Males so 
as a Black woman I had to fight extra hard to 
sit at the table with Birmingham City Council as 
a representative of the West Indian community. 
I had to rectify all of the misinformation that 
some of the other funeral directors were saying 
about me by making my work speak for itself.
 
Where do you see yourself in the 
next 10 years?
Sharon: We are looking to expand and leave 
a legacy so then we can continue to serve the 
community for years to come!
 
What advice do you have for anyone 
who wants to start a business?
Kyle: You heard how mum started from the 
boot of her car ; I would say if you have an idea 
just go for it! Our mum always has ideas and she 
just goes for it and we see it work. So just do 
what you want regardless of the circumstances.
 
Sharon: Find something you love! There is 
a saying “if you find something you love, you 
will never work again!” Own what you do! You 
need to live it, eat it and sleep it! Be prepared 
to make the sacrifices, including early mornings 
and late nights. We have to be on call 24/7 and 
we have to be ready to serve our community 
at any time.
 
Marquell: Be prepared to remove any people 
who are not conducive with you and what 
you are doing because their negativity can 
rub off.  By removing negative people from 
your life, you make room for the right people 
to come in, who then inspire and motivate 
you to get to the next level. Never become 
complacent, identify your weaknesses so you 
can strengthen them.
 
 
GM Funerals is your one-stop 
service who cater for the 
community when it comes to 
all your needs when arranging 
the celebration of life for 
your loved one.  

FIND US AT STALL 86



Melissa explains that it hasn’t been an easy 
journey, but it sure has been worth it! She 
started out working in social housing in 2001, 
where she worked for 7 years. Her first 
business venture was a partnership with Nathan 
Dennis, where she was one of the founding 
directors of First Class Youth. From that she 
journeyed into consultancy and training. In 2014, 
she had a light-bulb moment realising that she 
needed to create a business that could make 
an income which didn’t rely on her being there, 
instead of trading her time for money.
 
What made you get into property?
I’ve always had an interest in property, 
from working in social housing to delivering 
consultancy in 2012 for an estate agent; 

combined with having a personal passion for 
property. it made perfect sense for me to follow 
this path, I believe it was my purpose.
 
What are some of the struggles you 
faced getting your business to this 
position?
People tend not to see the hard work that 
goes into a craft, they tend to only see the 
highlights. The late nights spent working 
through the night, followed by the early 
mornings. All of the hard work that goes on 
behind the scenes. It can be very challenging 
at times, especially having so many mouths 
to feed in the business, so I have to go out 
and get the work in…which in the beginning, 
literally involved knocking doors!

What keeps you motivated?
The vision, of leaving a lasting legacy. For me, 
it’s about being an example for others to 
learn from and also being able to offer them 
opportunities along the way.
 
I’m a strong believer in life long learning. I have 
invested a lot of time in personal development 
as well as my industry training. I listen to a lot 
of motivational speakers. I have a coach that is 
specific to my industry and mentors that also 
advise me on a range of things; one of them 
being Karl George MBE. There have been a few 
key people who have guided and directed me 
on my journey, for which I’m very grateful.
 
What are the best things you enjoy 
about being your own boss?
I love the excitement and passion it ignites in 
me; I love the freedom of being able to make 
my own decisions. If I want to go and work 
remotely I can, I don’t need to be stuck in the 
office. I’ve worked for myself for so long now 
that I think I’d struggle to take orders from 
anyone now!
 
What advice would you give to 
anyone who wants to get on the 
property ladder?
Just go for it and take the risk! It helps if you 
have the finances and resources to do it, 
but there are so many ways out there to be 
creative with investing. You don’t actually have 
to have that hard cash anymore. Listen to 
webinars & research; the internet has a wealth 
of information available for you to tap into. 
There’s no need to reinvent the wheel, just find 
someone you aspire to be like and shadow 
them. Use what’s already been done and then 
excel from that.
 
 
What books are you currently reading 
and what would you recommend?
I’m reading quite a few books at the minute, 
one being “Key Person Of Influence” by Daniel 
Prestley, I have actually had this book for a while.  
It’s about being a key person of influence in 
your industry – which includes public speaking, 
writing books etc. 

When I first launched my business, I wanted to 
hide behind the brand, I didn’t want people to 
know it was me. Now I’m realising more and 
more that I am the brand and people have 
brought into me. That can be a difficult thing at 
times, especially when people call the office and 
only want to speak to me directly and I have 
staff members who can deal with them! I really 
do believe that you have to be the face of your 
business and that’s one of the things that this 
book has taught me.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
I definitely won’t be operational in my 
business(es), I can see myself at home baking 
cakes! Until I get bored, which is inevitable. 
I’d also like to professionally coach young 
entrepreneurs and help them along their 
journey in business.

Tell me a little about your heritage?
I’m from a mixed heritage background. I have 
one grand father from Guyana and one from 
Jamaica and my grand mothers were English and 
Irish. Culturally I identify more with my Jamaican 
side, as my Jamaican grandfather had a stronger 
influence on me growing up through food, 
music and culture in general.  I also had a large 
influence from my Irish nan as I spent a lot of 
time with her growing up.
 
What do you think the importance 
of knowing our history is?
I think it’s very important, because if we don’t 
know where we are coming from how will you 
know where we are going? To know who you are 
you need to know where you’ve come from.
 
If you would like to sell or let your properties 
or would like to see what properties amity 
properties have available please contact them 
via the website:

www.amityproper ties.co.uk
Or call 0121 448 8080
You can email Melissa directly at:

Melissa@amityproperties.co.uk
IG @amityproperties 

Melissa Shervington, is the proud owner of Amity Properties, 
a boutique style estate agency based in Sutton Coldfield. She 
launched the business in May 2014 with one staff member 
and now the business has grown from strength to strength. 
The team now consists of seven core members and they have 
expanded their reach into the high-end property market.
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I have always loved watching films since a 
young age and the experience of being drawn 
into other worlds. In my 20’s, whilst on a 
design course, I had the opportunity to film 
one of the projects I was working on. It was 
then that I realised that I have a talent for 
telling stories and for filming and producing a 
video. I subsequently went on to study Visual 
Communication at University specialising in 
Film. As time went on and I got older, maturer 
and more opinionated, I realised that I could 
use film as a means to express myself and also 
how it could be used as a tool for change. 

Since graduating from university, most of my 
time has been spent as a videographer filming 
various events as a way of making a living. My 
real passion is filmmaking though and I have for 
the past 2 years been focused on pursuing that 
as a career.

My goal is to be a wealthy, established, 
successful filmmaker whose films are shown in 
cinemas and online platforms worldwide. I aim 
to make films that will challenge mindsets and 
also films that will allow people to experience 
losing themselves in other worlds.

Although it’s a difficult industry to make it in, 
I am inspired by other filmmakers out their 
making films, getting them noticed and gaining 
recognition for their works. If find it highly 
inspirational to see other black filmmakers, 
make a living from doing the thing they are 
passionate about. I am motivated each time 
I recognise the underrepresentation of black 
peoples presence in film, whether behind or in 

front of the camera, especially in the UK. My 
passion for filmmaking motivates me.

I have been promoting my work on various 
online platforms and have received positive 
feedback. The challenge is getting it seen by 
the people that will allow me to advance 
further in the Industry. I am currently on 
a programme called ‘Back In’, which is an 
initiative run by Punch Records and also 
Filmmaker Daniel Alexander. The programme 
provides opportunities for aspiring black 
filmmakers to gain a deeper insight into 
the filming industry and allows participants 
to meet and network with industry 
professionals. I am hopeful that by being 
a part of this programme my filmmaking 
journey will be taken to the next step.

There are so many talented and creative 
people here in Birmingham and I am proud to 
be among them and working alongside some 
of them. For a long time we have not received 
the recognition but that is changing and soon 
all eyes will be on Birmingham, if they are not 
already. It’s a richly diverse city with an array 
of different histories and stories to be told 
through the arts.

Knowing our history is extremely important. 
We can learn from it and it can instruct and 
guide us into the future.

To contact me or to view my work you 
can visit my pages. Michael Ellis Films 
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 
my YouTube channel.

I am a writer, director and editor of films. I am also a 
videographer filming various events from weddings to music 
videos. I have been in this field for 10 years with the last 2 
years being more focused on the filmmaking side of things. 
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UK Legends of Legends

UK Legends of Legends team are proud and 
honored to sponsor Black Activity Book launch 
and wish you every success with this venture 
and future ventures too. 
Peace n One Love

Trevor Gatecrash McIntosh 
Founder of The UK Legends of Legends

Sharon Bhola-Harris aka Shazzy D Host

Birmingham’s premier lovers rock event celebrating 13 years. This event 
showcases iconic and legendary UK reggae artists and the next generation, a 
chance to highlight their musical achievements and hard work over the years. 
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Nova has worked in the New 
York Community as a teacher, 
organiser, activist and local 
businessperson. Raised as a 
student of African Studies, 
African-American Studies and 
Pan Africanism. He believes that 
‘Knowledge of self ’ is the key 
to everything. Without it, we will 
remain where we are.  Through 
all his endeavours, he works 
on illuminating black people 
to create answers and solutions for many of our problems created 
by the Military Industrial Complex, Prison Industrial Complex, Neo-
Colonialism, Police Brutality and the Educational Industrial Complex. 
It’s crazy how people are brought into your life! 
It was a cold wet Saturday in February on 125th 
Street, Harlem. The skies were grey and the heavens 
had opened. The only place I could find for shelter 
from the rain was under the scaffolds of some 
construction work, outside a store directly across the 
road from the world famous Apollo.  While in refuge 
from the rain, I noticed an unattended bookstall, then 
a tall brother asked me if I could take a photo of him. 
This was the moment I met Nova Fielder, son of Jack 
Fielder and regular patron of 125th Street Harlem.

When I returned to the States in the Summer, 
Nova took me under his wing and granted me a 
small space on his street stall to promote my books. 
“Great author from the UK Andrew Lindo is here with 
his books, come and support the brother!” Brother 
Nova brought droves of people over to me to get 
their books signed and to meet the author. I spent 
about 5/6 weekends vending with Nova. In this time 
I witnessed various debates and elders talking about 
history, politics and world affairs. 

There’s no place like 125th street to experience the 
real Harlem. The cries of the words ‘Abbi Tummi’, 
a back drop of red, black and green flags, posters 
of great historians and the sounds of the trumpet 
playing the Black National Anthem. Street vendors, 
hustle and bustle are the memories I get when I think 
of 125th street. 

It’s more than just knowing about history or being 
‘woke/conscious’ but we should be proactive and 
create a lasting legacy of change in our communities. 
For over 15 years, Nova and his father sold books 
and other media on125th Street, opposite the Apollo, 
to bring attention to social, economic and political 
issues that effect people of Black/African descent. 
In their outside classroom they displayed photos 
of lynching and other thought provoking images to 
spark lively informative conversations. Passers by 
would get words of wisdom from Elder Fielder; Nova 
now continues that tradition after his Father’s passing 
in December 2017. 

“If you don’t understand your history culture, then 
you really can’t understand the politics or the society 
that you live in. Educating people how to read and 
write the language of where they live is essential. If 
you cannot understand the language, you will miss 
out on opportunities to better yourself and your 
community. Historical, political and social knowledge is 
very important to everybody. It is crucial to expose our 
children to our history, before they go to school. Keep 
them educated and make sure they identify to their 
culture at home or by going to cultural events. This is 
what my family and I do with my daughter and all the 
children around us.”

The people around you should always reflect you 
and your interests as you are sometimes just as good 
as the company you keep.

Nova Fielder can be reached at nova.felder@gmail.com. • Podcast (The Shizt Holes Strike Back)
IG @Harlemensemble

The Hustler’s Holy Book 
is the money-maker’s bible. Everything a striving 
hustler needs to know is found within, from the 
definition of this way of life, to the attributes and 
qualities needed to acquire and discard if wishing 
to conquer the world of money. The book takes 
you back through the history of money and banking 
touching upon the controversies that surround these 
topics, before offering guidance on debt, saving, setting 
up a business, and economics. However, this is no 
ordinary book about money and finances; it has been 
written from a young, fresh perspective, advising its 
readers on how to hustle but remaining conscious at 
the same time. The approach and style of writing of 
The Hustler’s Holy Book will appeal to the younger 
reader, alluding to a revolution of people’s thoughts 
on working in a constantly changing and competitive 
world. Not only is the book 
educational and full of knowledge, 
but it will leave one feeling 
ambitious and determined without 
compromising humility. This 
book will not provide readers 
with a get-rich-quick scheme 
like so many other books on 
the market, but instead, will 
give readers the focus to 
continue hustling with a greater 
knowledge of what this lifestyle 
is all about.

Special Guest from The U.S Nova Feilder.
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When I’m out on events I always meet interesting people but 
every so often I come across someone that really stands out. I6 
year old, Lo Williams, is super talented. She’s an amazing illustrator, 
singer/performer and budding entrepreneur. I first met Lo when at 
an event selling her t-shirts, note pads and bags but I knew there 
was something special about her. Lets find out more….
I know you have a range of t-shirts, bags 
and note pads. Tell me what you have 
produced and what else you do?
My range includes: t-shirts, bags, journals, snapbacks 
and beanie hats.  I have an exclusive brand called ‘No 
CoPiEs No ClOnEs’ which is my personalised range 
of t-shirts.  This is all about individuality and knowing 
that there’s nobody else like you!

I’ve also been involved in logo design.  I designed 
a logo for ACE Dance & Music for their 21st 
anniversary and also one for a local Windrush 
community project.  My most recent logo has been 
for an author called Sabrina Dennis to be used on 
her website.  But my biggest achievement by far is 
that I designed an EP cover for an Australian musician 
called Daniel March.

Where would you like to go with your 
artwork and products?
I’d like to have my own shop front so that I can 
interact with the public more.  I’d love it to be in the 
style of an art gallery.

At what age did you start producing your 
own products and who has supported you 
in getting your business off the ground? 
My passion for drawing was from a very early age, 
about 5.  I drew a random picture and my mum was 
amazed.  Actually designing things came a bit later on 
with encouragement from my mum.  I started selling 
my artwork / designs / bags etc. when I was 13.  My 
mum and my sister support me in everything I do, it’s 
a bit of a family affair!

What inspires you when your are 
creating your artwork or when creating a 
new business idea?
My culture plays a big part in my art.  I particularly 
love bright colours, with African prints and unusual 
fabric designs being one my favourites.  I try and 
incorporate jewellery, fashion, make-up and hair styles 
that black / mixed girls like to wear.

Who are your biggest inspirations and 
how do you hope to inspire others? 
My mission statement is: To use my creative gifts to 
inspire, empower and touch every age”.  Women, 
whatever their age, should not be afraid to be who 
they are, whether other people have a comment to 
make or not. I follow lots of inspirational women on 
Instagram who are not afraid to be different.

Where would you like to go with your 
work and what are your dreams and 
aspirations for your future?
I’m planning on branching out to t-shirts and hoodies 
for guys, I have some graphic design ideas in the 
pipeline.  But ultimately I would love for my designs 
to be worn by influential people to get the message 
out there that being black is not a stumbling block 
but can be powerful and influential.

What advice do you have to give to 
others who want to start their own 
business but may not have the support?
I’m so blessed to have my family supporting me.  I 
would say that networking at events is good, getting 
your products out there for everyone to see and 
seeing what sells well in the market place.

Have you faced any problems in business 
and trying to sell your products? If so 
what were they?
I’ve found (or my mum has) it is very difficult to find 
organisations that will fund someone who is under 
18.  Sometimes people will say “wow that’s great” and 
then on the other hand say “oh that’s expensive”, not 
realising the time and effort that goes into producing 
some of the designs that I do.  

What do you love about being from the 
Birmingham area? And do you think 
Birmingham gets the recognition for the 
talent here? 
I really love Birmingham, I love it’s diversity.  There’s 
so much to do.  Recently I’ve found that there are 
lots of events for creatives, ie. dance, art, photography, 
which I’ve been getting more and more involved in.  
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